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Population by Age Group:  Boston and Population by Age Group:  Boston and 
Dorchester, 2000Dorchester, 2000
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DATA SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, American FactFinder, Census 2000
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research Office



Selected Socioeconomic Indicators  Selected Socioeconomic Indicators  
Boston Overall and Dorchester, 2000Boston Overall and Dorchester, 2000

IndicatorIndicator Boston Boston Dorchester Dorchester 

% Population with Less than % Population with Less than 
High School Diploma or GED High School Diploma or GED 
(Adults Ages 25 and Over)(Adults Ages 25 and Over)

2121%% 30%30%

% Population Below Poverty % Population Below Poverty 
Level*Level*

20%20% 21%21%

% Children (Under 18) Below % Children (Under 18) Below 
Poverty Level*Poverty Level*

2266%% 22%22%

% Adults 65 and Older Below % Adults 65 and Older Below 
Poverty Level* Poverty Level* 

1818%% 13%13%

Median Household income*Median Household income* $$39,62939,629 $35,826$35,826

*Based on 1999 income
DATA SOURCE: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, American FactFinder, Census 2000, Sample Data
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research Office



FemaleFemale--Headed Households* with Own Headed Households* with Own 
Children Under Age 18, Dorchester, Children Under Age 18, Dorchester, 
20002000
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*No husband present
•DATA SOURCE:  Census 2000, US Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, American FactFinder
DATA ANALYSIS:  Boston Public Health Commission Research Office 



EDUCATIONEDUCATION

http://www.sxc.hu/browse.phtml?f=download&id=63488


Students Most at Risk of Dropping Students Most at Risk of Dropping 
Out of SchoolOut of School

SegmentsSegments % of Class of % of Class of 
2004 Dropouts2004 Dropouts

44-- Year Year 
Graduation Graduation 

RateRate
Students with One or More 8Students with One or More 8thth Grade “Risk Grade “Risk 
Factors”Factors”

26%26% 34%34%

Students with Multiple 9Students with Multiple 9thth Grade Core Course Grade Core Course 
FailuresFailures

18%18% 31%31%

Substantially Separate Special Education Substantially Separate Special Education 
StudentsStudents

17%17% 24%24%

Late Entrant English Language Learner (ELL) Late Entrant English Language Learner (ELL) 
StudentsStudents

13%13% 36%36%

DATA SOURCE:  BOSTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS Memorandum – “Graduation for All” – Update - September 25, 2007
GRAPHIC:  Boston Public Health Commission Research Office



Grade Level 10 2007 MCAS Results: English Grade Level 10 2007 MCAS Results: English 
Language by Race/Ethnicity, BostonLanguage by Race/Ethnicity, Boston

Race/EthnicityRace/Ethnicity TotalTotal Advanced/ Advanced/ 
Above Above 

ProficientProficient

ProficientProficient Needs Needs 
ImprovementImprovement

Warning/Warning/
FailingFailing

African African 
American/BlackAmerican/Black

1,7301,730 5%5% 35%35% 44%44% 15%15%

AsianAsian 416416 26%26% 50%50% 20%20% 4%4%

Hispanic/LatinoHispanic/Latino 1,2151,215 5%5% 38%38% 41%41% 16%16%

Native AmericanNative American 1818 17%17% 39%39% 39%39% 6%6%

WhiteWhite 631631 28%28% 46%46% 19%19% 6%6%

Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/ 
Pacific IslanderPacific Islander

11 -- -- -- --

MultiMulti--racerace-- NonNon--
Hispanic/LatinoHispanic/Latino

3030 13%13% 43%43% 37%37% 7%7%

Total StudentsTotal Students 4,0414,041

DATA SOURCE:  Massachusetts Department of Education, 2007
GRAPHIC:  Boston Public Health Commission Research Office



Grade Level 10 2007 MCAS Results for  Grade Level 10 2007 MCAS Results for  
Mathematics in BostonMathematics in Boston

Race/EthnicityRace/Ethnicity TotalTotal Advanced/ Advanced/ 
Above Above 

ProficientProficient

ProficientProficient Needs Needs 
ImprovementImprovement

Warning/Warning/
FailingFailing

African African 
American/BlackAmerican/Black

1,6881,688 21%21% 24%24% 33%33% 23%23%

AsianAsian 412412 77%77% 12%12% 7%7% 4%4%

Hispanic/LatinoHispanic/Latino 1,1851,185 24%24% 24%24% 30%30% 21%21%

Native AmericanNative American 1616 31%31% 19%19% 38%38% 13%13%

WhiteWhite 619619 55%55% 19%19% 16%16% 11%11%

Native Hawaiian/ Native Hawaiian/ 
Pacific IslanderPacific Islander

11 -- -- -- --

MultiMulti--racerace-- NonNon--
Hispanic/LatinoHispanic/Latino

2929 38%38% 28%28% 21%21% 14%14%

Total StudentsTotal Students 3,9503,950

DATA SOURCE:  Massachusetts Department of Education, 2007 
GRAPHIC:  Boston Public Health Commission Research Office



Annual Dropout Rates by Race/Ethnicity Annual Dropout Rates by Race/Ethnicity 
and Year, Boston: 1995and Year, Boston: 1995--96 through 200596 through 2005--06 06 
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DATA SOURCE:  Q and A, Boston Public Schools 2005-2006: Student Dropout
GRAPHIC:  Boston Public Health Commission Research Office 



Annual Dropout Rates in Grades 9Annual Dropout Rates in Grades 9--12 Boston 12 Boston 
and Dorchester Communities, 2005and Dorchester Communities, 2005--20062006
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*Boston Public School’s definition of Dorchester excludes Lower Mills and Savin Hill.
DATA SOURCE:  Q and A, Boston Public Schools 2005-2006: Student Dropout
GRAPHIC:  Boston Public Health Commission Research Office 



44--Year Graduation Rate: Grades 9Year Graduation Rate: Grades 9--12 12 
Boston, 2006Boston, 2006
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NOTES:  Graduation rate Indicates the percentage of students who graduate with a regular high school diploma within 4 years.    
# of students in cohort who graduate in 4 years or less/ [# of 1st time entering 9th graders 4 years earlier] – transfers out + transfers in
DATA SOURCE:  Massachusetts Department of Education
GRAPHIC:  Boston Public Health Commission Research Office 



VIOLENCE and TRAUMAVIOLENCE and TRAUMA

http://www.flickr.com/photos/gum-/443483946/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/lj0913/957646797/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/retori/1440659321/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/vnysia/1436785812/


Emergency Department Intentional Injury Emergency Department Intentional Injury 
Visits by Age and Type, Dorchester, 2005Visits by Age and Type, Dorchester, 2005
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DATA SOURCE:  Hospital Emergency Department  Visit Data Base, Massachusetts Division of Health Care Finance and Policy 
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research Office



Nonfatal AssaultNonfatal Assault--Related Gunshot Related Gunshot 
Wound Victims by Age Group and Year Wound Victims by Age Group and Year 
Boston Residents, 1994Boston Residents, 1994--20062006

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
 o

f T
ot

al
 V

ic
tim

s 

15-24 71% 60% 60% 57% 60% 64% 59% 60% 68% 60% 63% 59% 63%

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006

DATA SOURCE: Weapon-Related Injury Surveillance System (WRISS) Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research Office



Victims of AssaultVictims of Assault--Related Nonfatal Related Nonfatal 
Shootings and Stabbings, Boston and Shootings and Stabbings, Boston and 
Dorchester, 2006Dorchester, 2006
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DATA SOURCE: Weapon-Related Injury Surveillance System (WRISS) Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research Office



Homicide Mortality:  AgeHomicide Mortality:  Age--Specific RatesSpecific Rates
Boston and Dorchester, 2003Boston and Dorchester, 2003--20052005
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DATA SOURCE:  Boston resident deaths, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS:  Boston Public Health Commission Research Office 

n<5 n<5

1-17











http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/pitcrew/graphics/team/hiv.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.schools.utah.gov/curr/pitcrew/hiv.htm&h=206&w=150&sz=2&tbnid=NjLx7hpmeD-mhM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=72&hl=en&start=505&prev=/images%3Fq%3DHIV%26start%3D500%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26sa%3DN




























http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/Grad_Sch/Publications/ResearchProfile/Archive/Vol25No2/asthma.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.uwm.edu/Dept/Grad_Sch/Publications/ResearchProfile/Archive/Vol25No2/synopsis.html&h=300&w=376&sz=17&tbnid=qSZIhbTK2QSPbM:&tbnh=94&tbnw=118&hl=en&start=178&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dasthma%2Band%2Bchildren%26start%3D160%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26sa%3DN






http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www4.army.mil/ocpa/uploads/large/OCPA-2005-07-15-161931.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www4.army.mil/ocpa/read.php%3Fstory_id_key%3D7606&h=1908&w=2164&sz=1000&tbnid=Vk1ML1wHtOPxhM:&tbnh=132&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=229&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpremature%2Bbabies%26start%3D220%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26sa%3DN










http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.vw.cc.va.us/vwhansd/HIS122/Images/overweight.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.vw.cc.va.us/vwhansd/HIS122/Assignment4C.html&h=284&w=308&sz=16&tbnid=lyQEzlg_VGecsM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=112&hl=en&start=2&prev=/images%3Fq%3Doverweight%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8




















http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/exhibitions/brain/images/1-1-4-1-5-1-1-0-0-0-0.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/exhibitions/brain/222.asp&h=360&w=360&sz=19&tbnid=KDjjNl0QvaQouM:&tbnh=117&tbnw=117&hl=en&start=14&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dalcohol%2Babuse%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.srpublications.com/Addictions/images/deadlyhighs.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.srpublications.com/Addictions/deadly-highs.htm&h=357&w=500&sz=11&tbnid=00JHmJSW4wDgTM:&tbnh=90&tbnw=127&hl=en&start=27&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dheroin%2Babuse%26start%3D20%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26ie%3DUTF-8%26sa%3DN

	Community Youth Meetings 2007
	Population by Age Group:  Boston and Dorchester, 2000
	Selected Socioeconomic Indicators  Boston Overall and Dorchester, 2000
	Female-Headed Households* with Own Children Under Age 18, Dorchester, 2000
	EDUCATION
	Students Most at Risk of Dropping Out of School
	Grade Level 10 2007 MCAS Results: English Language by Race/Ethnicity, Boston
	Grade Level 10 2007 MCAS Results for  Mathematics in Boston
	Annual Dropout Rates by Race/Ethnicity and Year, Boston: 1995-96 through 2005-06
	Annual Dropout Rates in Grades 9-12 Boston and Dorchester Communities, 2005-2006
	4-Year Graduation Rate: Grades 9-12 Boston, 2006
	VIOLENCE and TRAUMA
	Emergency Department Intentional Injury Visits by Age and Type, Dorchester, 2005
	Nonfatal Assault-Related Gunshot Wound Victims by Age Group and Year Boston Residents, 1994-2006
	Victims of Assault-Related Nonfatal Shootings and Stabbings, Boston and Dorchester, 2006
	Homicide Mortality:  Age-Specific RatesBoston and Dorchester, 2003-2005
	Reasons for not telling
	“How easy is it or would it be for you to get a gun?”
	Risky Behaviors: Gun Carriers vs. Non-Gun Carriers, High School Students Boston, 2005
	Chlamydia Incidence Rates in Ages 15-18 by Sex, Boston, and Dorchester, 2006
	HIV Incidence Rates by Age and YearBoston, 1999-2006
	DORCHESTER:  SUMMARY of MAJOR FINDINGS – CHALLENGES
	BPHC YOUTH PROGRAMS
	Slides Not Included in the Presentation
	Population by Age Group, Dorchester Communities, 2000
	Youth and Young Adult Populationby Age, Dorchester, 2000
	Youth and Young Adult Population by Gender, Dorchester, 2000
	Racial and Ethnic Makeup: Boston and Dorchester, 2000
	Language Spoken at Home by StudentsBoston and North Dorchester, 2005
	Language Spoken at Home by StudentsBoston and South Dorchester, 2005
	Population by Race/Ethnicity, Dorchester Communities, 2000
	Annual Dropout Rates Sex: Grades  9-12, Boston, 2005-2006
	ENVIRONMENTAL LEAD
	Children with Elevated Blood Lead Levels Boston and Dorchester, 2006
	Asthma Hospitalizations of Children Under Age 5 and Ages 5-17, Boston and Dorchester, 2004-2006
	Low Birthweight, Boston, Dorchester and Dorchester Communities, 2005
	Infant Mortality: Boston and Dorchester, 2001-2005
	Birth Rates Among Adolescents Ages 15-17, Dorchester, 2005
	Leading Reasons for Hospitalization Ages 1-24,  Dorchester, 2006
	At Risk for Overweight or Overweight/Obese, High School Students Boston, 2005
	Adequate Exercise/Physical Activity High School Students, Boston, 2005
	MENTAL HEALTH
	Felt Sad/Hopeless for Two Weeks Straight During Past Year, High School Students Boston, 2005
	Suicide Attempt Requiring Medical Care During Past Year, High School Students Boston, 2005
	Risky Behaviors, High School Students, Boston, Massachusetts, and U.S., 2005
	Feelings of Safety
	Reasons for Gun Carrying*
	Weapons

