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The Boston Public Health Commission in collaboration with the Boston Asthma Nurses 
Collaborative (BANC) is awarding scholarships to support asthma educators in taking the 
NAECB (National Asthma Educator Certification Board) exam.  We seek to improve asthma 
care for city of Boston residents by promoting certification. 
 
Scholarship Information and Frequently Asked Questions 

 
1.) What is the criteria for awarding a scholarship? 
 Preference is given to those who, by becoming asthma educators, will improve the 

asthma care for Boston residents through their work.  Preference is also given where 
there is evidence of employer commitment to asthma education.  For example, your 
employer may provide financial support, a letter or commitment to asthma education, 
allow you to take time-off to attend prep classes, or other forms of assistance.  Special 
consideration is also given to health care providers, educators and advocates who are 
working with disadvantaged Boston populations.  Priority is given to applicants who have 
completed or plan to complete an exam prep course.   

 
2.) Who can apply for a scholarship? 

You must be eligible to take the exam per the NAECB guidelines (see www.naecb.org 
for eligibility requirements), and work with Boston residents, children and/or adults, who 
have asthma.  You do not need to be an asthma specialist or asthma case manager.  
Scholarships are open to nurses, nurse practitioners, respiratory therapists, health 
educators, social workers, and certain other licensed and non-licensed health care 
professionals who are taking the exam for the first time. 

 
3.) Do I need to spend all my time working with asthma patients or clients in order to apply for a 

scholarship? 
As long as you spend some time caring for clients or patients with asthma, you are 
eligible to apply for a scholarship. Please review the eligibility requirements for the 
exam. 
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5.) I already took the exam, but did not pass.  Can I apply for a scholarship to take the exam 

again? 
 At this time, scholarships will be for applicants taking the exam for the first time.  In the 

future BANC may be able to make scholarship awards available to candidates who are 
retaking the exam. 

 
6.) How much money will be awarded and how can it be used? 

Individual scholarships will equal $250 and can be applied only to the cost of the 
examination ($275.00 for new candidates).  Scholarships will not cover the cost of any 
preparation courses. 
 

7.) Is it important to take a prep course? 
The current pass rate of the NAECB exam is around 70% and therefore we strongly 
recommend taking a prep course.  Priority will be given to applicants who have 
completed or are planning to complete a prep course.   If you have not attended a prep 
course you may document the reasons why on your scholarship application.  See enclosed 
information regarding local prep courses.  Please note that by providing this information 
we are not endorsing any specific class, but are simply providing course resources. 
 

8.) Can I take a different prep course than those you provide information on here? 
 Yes, but provide clear documentation describing the prep course.  
 
9.) If I am awarded a scholarship, when will I receive the grant? 

The funds will be awarded upon documentation of completion of the exam regardless of 
your score.  You will be required to submit documentation indicating that you registered 
for and took the exam.  Please submit a photocopy of your registration form to the BANC 
committee (address provided above) and documentation that you completed the exam. 

 
10.) How will I be notified of the status of my application?  Will I receive notification even if I 

am not awarded a scholarship? 
 All applicants will receive a status notification within 30 days of the committee meeting.  

If you have not been granted a scholarship, your application may be reviewed at the 
following quarterly committee meeting.   

 
11.) How can I find out more information about the Certified Asthma Educator Examination? 

Please log onto www.naecb.org to download a Candidate Handbook.   
 
 
This scholarship is possible through support from GlaxoSmithKline, Inc. 
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Please answer the following questions using the space provided: 
 
1.) In what capacity do you work with Boston residents with asthma? Do you work primarily 
with children or adults, clinical or community setting? How will asthma care at your 
agency/institution/organization be improved through certification?  What percentage of your 
time is devoted to asthma care?  Please describe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.) How long have you been at your current workplace?  What positions have you held there? 
 
 
3.) What prep class have you taken/plan to take? Provide specifics (location, time, dates, etc). 
 
 

 
4.) How has your employer supported your efforts to become an asthma educator?  Are there any 
other asthma educators at your workplace?  Has your employer offered support or assistance 
(financial or otherwise)? 
 

 


