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Introduction: Natality and Infant Mortality

Birth rates, infant characteristics such as birth weight and gestation, and maternal health and
behaviors are commonly reported natality, or birth, data. Infant mortality is the number of
deaths among babies under one year old per 1,000 live births. These data are some of the most
frequently collected and reliable data available to public health professionals. Together natality
and infant mortality data provide important measures of the well-being of infants, children, and
pregnant women. A variety of factors, such as maternal physical and mental health prior to and
during pregnancy, quality of and access to medical care, and socioeconomic conditions play a
role in the birth of a healthy infant and having that infant survive to his/her first birthday.

Certain infant characteristics, such as low birthweight and prematurity, and maternal health and
behaviors impact the health of the infant. A low birthweight infant weighs less than 5 pounds, 8
ounces (2,500 grams). Babies born before 37 completed weeks of pregnhancy are called
premature or preterm. Low birthweight and/or preterm infants are at risk for serious health
problems as newborns, lasting disabilities and even death. Maternal health problems, such as
diabetes or high blood pressure, and maternal behaviors, such as smoking during pregnancy,
can be associated with low birthweight and preterm birth in addition to other poor health
outcomes for infants.

A thorough examination of infant birth and death data provides an opportunity to identify high
risk groups, allocate resources toward those at highest risk, and design and evaluate
interventions. In addition, infant mortality rates are an accepted measure of the general welfare
of a population. Subgroups of the infant mortality rates, neonatal and postneonatal mortality
rates, can serve as indicators for several factors affecting the pregnancy. These factors include
delivery, and the neonate, adequacy of services in the prenatal, intrapartum, and neonatal
periods as well as socioeconomic conditions, including access to quality care and nutrition.

This section presents birth data including number of births, method of delivery, prenatal care,
low birthweight and preterm births, maternal smoking during pregnancy, early postpartum
breastfeeding, and infant mortality.

Healthy People 2010 Targets (1):

Increase the proportion of pregnant women who receive early and adequate prenatal care to
90% of live births

Reduce low birth weight to 5.0% of live births

Reduce total preterm births to 7.6% of live births

Reduce total infant deaths (within 1 year) to 4.5 per 1,000 live births

Reduce neonatal deaths (during first 28 days) to 2.9 per 1,000 live births

Reduce postneonatal deaths (between 28 days and 1 year) to 1.2 per 1,000 live births

Increase the proportion of women who breastfeed in early post partum period to 75%
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Figure 7.1 Births by Year, 1995-2007
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DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

The number of births to Boston residents decreased less than one percent (0.72%) from
2006 to 2007 after increasing 4.7% from 2005 to 2006.

After a decline from 1995 to 1996, Boston births began climbing, returning in 2001 to almost
the number of births in 1995. However, between 2001 and 2005, the number of Boston
births fell 8.2%.
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Figure. 7.2 Births by Maternal
Birthplace, 2007
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DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e Fifty-six percent of Boston births in 2007 were to women born in the United States. Births to
women born in the Dominican Republic represented 5.5% of all births; Haiti, 3.8%; El
Salvador, 3.6%; and Puerto Rico, 2.5%.
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Figure 7.3 Births by Race/Ethnicity
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—&— Asian 7.3% | 7.2% | 8.2% | 6.4% | 7.3% | 8.3% | 7.2% [ 8.0% | 7.9% | 7.8% | 7.3% | 7.6% | 7.3%
—&— Black 35.7%/34.1%|32.0%|31.6%32.4%|30.9%)30.5%|30.1%|28.9% 27.8%|28.8%28.7%| 27.0%
—— Latino 20.6%20.0%|21.2%|22.3%|21.4%|21.7%|21.7%|22.9%(22.3%|20.7%(21.2%|22.1%| 22.4%
—o— White 34.4%)|34.9%|33.7%|35.1%|35.4%|35.1%|36.0% | 35.0%| 37.2%| 37.5%|35.7% 35.5% 37.8%
—— Other/Unknown | 2.1% | 3.8% | 4.9% | 4.5% | 3.5% | 4.0% | 4.5% | 3.9% | 3.8% | 6.1% | 6.8% | 6.1% | 5.5%
COUNT 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
Asian 580 | 555 | 640 | 508 | 584 | 668 | 593 | 642 615 604 | 554 | 605 | 572
Black 2,850 | 2,635 | 2,506 | 2,493 | 2,601 | 2,498 | 2,512 | 2,412 | 2,256 | 2,148 | 2,173 [ 2,269 | 2,119
Latino 1,646 11,542 1,662 1,761 1,716 1,750 {1,786 | 1,834 | 1,742 |1,601 | 1,602 | 1,750 | 1,758
White 2,746 | 2,696 | 2,634 | 2,764 | 2,835 | 2,837 | 2,966 | 2,804 | 2,907 | 2,898 | 2,696 | 2,807 | 2,964
Other/Unknown| 170 | 290 | 380 | 357 | 281 | 326 | 374 | 313 297 470 | 516 | 480 | 434
BOSTON 8,034 |v,717 7,822 7,883 | 8,017 | 8,079 | 8231 | 8,005 | 7,817 | 7,721 | 7,554 | 7,912 | 7,847

NOTE: These data do not include persons whose race/ethnicity was not reported, except in the Boston

percentage.

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e In 2007, White women had the highest percentage of Boston births followed by Black
women. There has been a decrease in the percentage of Boston births to Black women
from 1995 to 2007.

e Overall, Boston births, within the remaining racial/ethnic groups, have remained fairly
consistent over the past thirteen years.
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Figure 7.4 Births by Maternal Age,
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COUNT <20 | 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35+
2006 581 1465 | 1,884 | 2,301 | 1,681
2007 597 1434 | 1,879 | 2,308 | 1,635

NOTE: These data do not include persons whose age was not reported.
DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and

Evaluation Office

e From 2006 to 2007 there was very little change in the age at which Boston women were
having babies. In 2006 and in 2007 the largest percentage of births was to Boston women

between ages 30 and 34.

e Fifty percent of births were to women ages 30 and over in both 2006 and in 2007. In 2006
and 2007, nearly one in every thirteen births was to a Boston female younger than twenty

years old.
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Figure 7.5 Births Among Adolescents Ages
15-17 by Race/Ethnicity and Year, 1995-2007
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
——Asian -#-Black -¢-Latino -®-White —BOSTON
RATE 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Asian 21.3 15.9 12.3 10.5 7.3 14.1 6.9 * * * 18.3 11.3 8.5
Black 58.8 46.9 49.5 45.2 37.9 36.4 32.7 29.1 26.7 27.0 21.7 24.4 26.2
Latino 70.6 65.7 68.3 55.0 47.7 56.8 38.8 50.1 35.5 34.0 32.0 36.2 39.8
White 16.4 13.8 9.8 13.5 16.2 11.8 11.3 12.8 10.8 8.7 4.5 8.6 10.9

BOSTON 44.5 38.1 39.4 37.9 31.9 315 26.7 271 22.3 22.8 20.5 22.1 23.0

COUNT 1995 1996 | 1997 | 1998| 1999| 2000 2001| 2002| 2003| 2004| 2005 2006| 2007

Asian 13 10 8 7 5 10 5 n<5 n<5 n<5 13 8 6
Black 194 155 164 150 126 121 109 97 89 90 72 81 87
Latino 119 114 122 101 90 110 77 102 74 71 62 70 77
White 43 35 24 32 37 26 24 26 21 17 10 19 24

BOSTON 373 320 331 319 269 279 237 241 199 203 182 196 204

* There were too few births among Asians ages 15-17 in 2002-2004 to permit the presentation of rates.
NOTE: These data do not include persons whose race/ethnicity was not reported, except in the Boston
percentage.

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health

DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e Bostonbés adol escent birth rate dBbg3d%jihowewkr, sl owl y f
Bostonodés adol e sreasadil2.2boifroni260510a800% i nc

e From 2005 to 2007 there was a continued increase in adolescent birth rates for all
racial/ethnic groups, except Asians whose rate continues to decrease.

e Adolescent birth rates continue to be substantially higher for Latinas and Blacks than for
Whites and Asians.
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Figure 7.6 Maternal Smoking During
Pregnancy by Race/Ethnicity, 1995-2007
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1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007

Asian 0.9% * 1.9% | 1.4% | 2.1% | 1.7% | 1.4% * 1.1% | 1.0% | 1.3% | 0.8% | 1.2%
Black 9.8% | 10.6% | 8.9% | 84% | 6.8% | 7.3% | 6.6% | 6.3% | 5.3% | 4.9% | 4.5% | 5.3% | 3.4%
Latino 43% | 47% | 5.0% | 4.1% | 3.9% | 3.6% | 3.8% | 2.9% | 2.2% | 2.6% | 1.8% | 2.8% | 3.2%
White 14.6% | 14.5% | 11.7% | 12.0% | 9.4% | 7.9% | 6.0% | 5.1% | 4.6% | 4.0% | 4.7% | 4.6% | 4.9%

BOSTON | 9.7% | 10.1% | 8.2% | 9.5% | 9.3% | 7.1% | 6.3% | 4.5% | 4.0% | 3.7% | 3.6% | 4.0% | 3.7%

Count 1995 | 1996 | 1997 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
Asian 5 n<5 12 7 12 11 8 n<5 7 6 7 5 7
Black 280 280 223 208 177 | 183 | 165 | 151 | 120 | 105 98 119 71
Latino 71 74 83 71 67 63 67 53 39 41 28 49 56
White 402 392 309 329 266 | 223 | 179 | 143 | 133 | 116 127 | 130 | 145
BOSTON | 770 761 636 640 540 | 490 | 438 | 361 | 309 | 277 | 273 | 319 | 289

* Insufficient sample size

NOTE: These data do not include births whose race/ethnicity was not reported, except in the Boston
counts and percentages.

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health

DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e In 2007, less than four percent of Boston women reported smoking during pregnancy. Self-
reported smoking substantially declined between 1995-2007 for Boston overall (by 61.9%)
and for Black and White women.

e In 2007, White women reported the highest percentage of smoking during pregnancy.
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Figure 7.7 Births to Women Ages 15-44 by
Neighborhood, 2007
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AB | BB |CH|EB |FW | HP | JP |MT | ND |[NE|RS |RX | SB | SD | SE | WR

Count | 584 | 322 | 295 | 699 | 129 | 476 | 432 | 283 | 1,332 | 96 | 496 | 760 | 401 | 588 | 473 | 353

* Includes Beacon Hill, Downtown, and the West End

A ndludes Chinatown

NOTES: Counts and percentage distributions include women between the ages of 15-44 only. These
data do not include homeless persons or individuals whose neighborhood of residence was not reported.
ABBREVIATIONS KEY: A/B=Allston/Brighton, BB=Back Bay, CH=Charlestown, EB=East Boston,
FW=Fenway, HP=Hyde Park, JP=Jamaica Plain, MT=Mattapan, ND=North Dorchester, NE=North End,
RS=Roslindale, RX=Roxbury, SB=South Boston, SD=South Dorchester, SE=South End, and WR=West
Roxbury

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health

DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

¢ North Dorchester births accounted for 17.3% of Boston births to women ages 15-44 in 2007,
while the North End births accounted for only 1.2% of total births.

e The North End, Fenway, and Mattapan accounted for the smallest proportions of all Boston
births, each with under four percent of the total.
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Figure 7.8 Method of Delivery, 1997-2007
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1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
=8-\/aginal -#-C-section
Count 1997 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 2005 | 2006 | 2007
Vaginal 6,250 | 6,337 | 6,331 | 6,225 | 6,269 | 5,938 | 5,618 | 5,471 | 5,287 | 5,553 | 5,452
C-Section | 1,415| 1,515 1,649 | 1,823 | 1,932 | 2,053 | 2,168 | 2,207 | 2,239 | 2,336 | 2,378

NOTE: Vaginal births include vaginal, VBAC, forceps, and vacuum births. C-section births include

primary and repeated C-section births. Totals do not include missing values

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e From 1997 to 2007, the percentage of vaginal birth declined 14.6% and the percentage of

Cesarean births increased 64.3%.
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Figure 7.9 Adequate Prenatal Care by

Race/Ethnicity, 2007
Target
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NOTES: Adequate PNC is as defined by the APNCU index. It includes both the ‘adequate basic' and the
‘adequate intensive' levels of care.

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health

DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e The majority of births to Boston women in all racial/ethnic groups had adequate prenatal
care (includes Adequate-Basic and Adequate intensive) in 2007, but the highest percentage
of adequate prenatal care was among births to White women. Almost 87% (n=2,569) of
births to White women had adequate care.

10
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Figure 7.10 Low Birthweight by Year,

1995-2007
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1994 | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
COUNT | 745 | 695 | 681 | 719 | 694 | 679 | 727 | 703 | 761 | 699 | 694 | 726 | 710 752

NOTE: A low birthweight birth is a baby that weighs less than 2,500 grams (or 5.5Ibs.) when born.
DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

Healthy People 2010 Target (1): Reduce low birth weight to 5.0% of live births
e In 2007, nearly one in every ten Boston births had low birthweight.

e Between1995and2007, Bost onb6és rate of | ow birthweight
between 8.5% and 9.6% of all births.

11
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Figure 7.11 Maternal Birthplace of Low

o Birthweight Births, 2007 58.9%
w» 60.0% -

e

o

m

= 40.0% -

m

-l

S

(@)

L 20.0% - 15.7%

]

= 6.3%

(D) 4.1% ' 0

O 0.9%2.0%1.3%1.206 " '27% - mmm 119 [ 32 B 2.1% .

)

o

Cape Dominican El Puerto|United Virgin
Count|Brazil|Verde|China|Colombia| Republic |Salvador|Guatemala|Haiti{Jamaica| Rico |States|Vietham/|lslands| Other [Total
7 15 | 10 9 31 20 3 47 8 24 | 442 16 1 118 | 751

NOTE: A low birthweight birth is a baby that weighs less than 2,500 grams (or 5.5Ibs.) when born.
DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e |n 2007, more than half of LBW babies were born to US-born women. Women born in Haiti
had 6.3% of Boston's LBW babies in 2007, followed by women born in the Dominican
Republic (4.1%), Puerto Rico (3.2%), El Salvador (2.7%), and Vietham (2.1%).

12
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Figure 7.12 Low Birthweight by
Race/Ethnicity and Year 1995-2007
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—4+—Asjian -#-Black -—¢-Latino --White —BOSTON
1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Asian 7.1% 6.2% 7.7% 7.5% 5.5% 6.7% 5.4% 7.8% 8.1% 6.1% 5.8% 6.4% 9.3%
Black 11.9% | 13.2% | 12.3% | 12.5% | 12.4% | 13.1% | 12.1% | 13.7% | 13.7% | 12.8% | 14.3% | 13.1% | 12.7%
Latino 7.3% 8.7% 8.1% 8.1% 7.0% 7.9% 7.6% 8.3% 7.3% 8.4% 8.1% 7.4% 8.4%
White 6.5% 5.8% 7.2% 6.4% 6.2% 6.6% 6.9% 7.2% 6.6% 7.1% 7.1% 7.0% 8.4%
BOSTON 8.7% 9.0% 9.2% 8.8% 8.5% 9.0% 8.6% 9.5% 9.0% 9.0% 9.6% 9.0% 9.6%
COUNT | 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
Asian 41 | 34 49 38 | 32 | 45 | 32 | 50 | 50 | 37 | 32 | 39 | s3
Black 338 | 346 | 308 | 312 | 323 | 327 | 304 | 330 | 309 | 275 | 310 | 297 | 269
Latino 120 | 133 | 135 | 143 | 120 | 139 | 135 | 152 | 128 | 135 | 130 | 130 | 148
White 178 | 154 | 188 | 178 | 176 | 188 | 206 | 202 | 192 | 206 | 191 | 197 | 248
BOSTON | 695 | 681 | 720 | 694 | 679 | 727 | 703 | 761 | 700 | 694 | 726 | 710 | 752

NOTE: A low birthweight birth is a baby that weighs less than 2,500 grams (or 5.5lbs.) when born. These
data do not include births whose race/ethnicity was not reported, except in the Boston counts and

percentages.

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health

DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e From 2006 to 2007, the percentage of LBW babies increased for Asian, Latina, and White women but
decreased for Black women.

13

From 2005 to 2007, the percentage of LBW babies to Black women decreased; however, for each
year of 1995-2007, Black women have had the highest percentage of LBW babies.
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Figure 7.13 Low Birthweight by Maternal Age
2006 and 2007
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12.0%

Percent of Births Within Age Group

COUNT | BOSTON | 15-17 | 18-19 | 20-24 | 25-29 | 30-34 | 35-39 | 40+
2006 710 20 38 161 149 170 139 33
2007 752 20 45 139 191 202 114 39

NOTE: A low birthweight birth is a baby that weighs less than 2,500 grams (or 5.5lbs.) when born. These
data do not include births where mother's age was not reported, except in the Boston overall count and
rate.

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health

DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e In 2007, the percentage of low birthweight births was highest among women ages 18-19
years and those ages 40 and over.

14
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Figure 7.14 Low Birthweight by Maternal
Race/Ethnicity and Age Group, 2003-2008
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Percent of Births Within Age and
Racial/Ethnic Group

Asian Black Latino White
H15-17 m18-19 m20-24 m25-29 m30-34 35-39 M40+

Percents Asian Black Latino White
15-17 14.7% 10.7% 12.4% 5.5%
18-19 0.0% 11.2% 8.0% 10.1%
20-24 11.9% 13.7% 7.5% 7.7%
25-29 5.9% 12.8% 7.6% 6.2%
30-34 6.5% 13.8% 7.4% 6.9%
35-39 7.4% 14.0% 8.9% 7.5%

40+ 5.4% 15.9% 9.7% 11.0%
Count Asians Blacks Latino White
15-17 5 45 44 5
18-19 * 90 52 23
20-24 36 368 180 85
25-29 45 358 175 170
30-34 73 329 126 403
35-39 41 198 73 257

40+ 7 69 21 91

*Too few low birthweight births to permit calculation of percentage among Asians ages 18-19 years.
NOTE: These data do not include births where mother's age was not reported.

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health

DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e Asian and Latino women have the highest percentage of low birthweight births in the 15-17
age group. Black and White women have the highest percentage of low birthweight births in
the 40 and over age group.

15
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Figure 7.15 Maternal Smoking During
Pregnancy Among Low Birthweight Births
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*Too few low birthweight births to permit calculation of percentage among Asians women in 2007.
DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e In 2007, Latino women that had low birthweight infants reported the highest percentage of
smoking during pregnancy followed by White women.

16
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Figure 7.16 Low Birthweight by
Neighborhood, 2007
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BOS | AIB |[BB [CH |EB |FW |HP | JP | MT | ND | NE | RS | RX | SB | SD | SE | WR

COUNT | 736 48 33 | 31 |49 | 15 | 54 | 26 | 31 | 145 | n<5 | 50 | 94 | 37 | 54 | 41 | 25

*Too few low birthweight births to permit calculation of percentages among births to North End residents.
Al ncludes Beacon Hill, Downt own, and the West End
Yy I ncludes Chinatown

ABBREVIATIONS KEY: A/B=Allston/Brighton, BB=Back Bay, CH=Charlestown, EB=East Boston,
FW=Fenway, HP=Hyde Park, JP=Jamaica Plain, MT=Mattapan, ND=North Dorchester, NE=North End,
RS=Roslindale, RX=Roxbury, SB=South Boston, SD=South Dorchester, SE=South End, and WR=West
Roxbury

NOTE: A low birthweight birth is a baby that weighs less than 2,500 grams (or 5.5Ibs.) when born. These
data do not include births where neighborhood of residence was not reported, except in the Boston
overall count and rates.

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health

DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e In 2007, low birthweight was most frequent among births to residents of Roxbury, Fenway,
and Hyde Park. These neighborhoods were among several with low birthweight rates that
exceeded the rate for Boston overall.

17
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Figure 7.17 Preterm Births, 1995-2007
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1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
COUNT | 735 | 741 | 746 | 747 | 751 | 818 | 811 | 805 | 736 | 790 | 818 | 756 840
NOTE:A preterm birth (PTB) is one that occurs at

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

Healthy People 2010 Target (1): Reduce total preterm births to 7.6% of live births

e In 2007, nearly one in every nine births in Boston was premature.

e Between 1995 and 2007, preterm births ranged betweenl in 11 and 1 in 9 of Boston births.
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Cape Dominican El Puerto|United Virgin
Brazil | Verde | China |[Colombia| Republic [Salvador|Guatemala|HaitilJamaica| Rico [States|Vietnam|lslands| Other |[Total
Count 9 17 14 7 41 28 4 43 12 28 | 496 18 0 122|839
NOTE: A preterm birth (PTB) isone that occursatl ess t han 37 compl eted weeksé

Percent of Preterm Births
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Figure 7.18 Maternal Birthplace of Preterm
Births, 2007

1.1%2.0%1.7%0.89%

4.9%3 3%

n<b

59.1%

DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

In 2007, the highest percentage of preterm births were to women born in the United States,
followed by women born in Haiti, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, and Puerto Rico.
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Figure 7.19 Preterm Births by Race/Ethnicity
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
—BOSTON =#—Asian - Black —¢—Latino -®=\White —Other
1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
Asian 8.8% | 6.3% | 6.4% | 6.5% | 7.9% | 7.6% | 5.9% | 7.5% | 6.8% | 7.1% | 7.1% | 5.5% | 9.6%
Black 11.8%(12.7%(12.1%(12.6%|12.8%|14.2%13.2%13.3%[13.2% | 14.0%| 15.1%| 14.4%| 13.6%
Latino 8.9% [10.9%| 9.2% | 9.6% | 7.8% | 8.9% | 8.6% | 9.9% | 7.9% | 8.8% | 9.4% | 7.9% |10.0%
White 6.6% | 7.0% | 7.9% | 7.5% | 7.4% | 8.0% | 8.9% | 8.2% | 8.1% | 8.9% | 8.8% | 7.7% | 9.3%
Other 10.5%| 7.8% [12.7%| 6.3% |11.2%|10.6%| 7.3% | 8.8% | 8.9% |10.5%|12.3%]| 9.2% |10.1%
BOSTON | 9.2% | 9.8% | 9.6% | 9.5% | 9.4% |10.2%| 9.9% [10.1%| 9.4% |10.3%|10.9%| 9.6% |10.7%
COUNT 1995 | 1996 | 1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007
Asian 51 35 41 33 46 51 35 48 42 43 39 33 55
Black 337 | 333 | 301 | 315 | 331 | 353 | 331 | 320 | 296 | 301 | 326 | 326 | 287
Latino 147 | 168 152 169 134 156 154 181 138 140 150 138 176
Other 15 13 42 21 30 32 26 27 25 48 63 44 44
White 182 | 188 | 206 | 206 | 210 | 225 | 265 | 229 | 235 | 258 | 238 | 215 | 276
BOSTON | 735 | 741 746 | 747 751 | 818 | 811 805 736 790 | 818 756 840
NOTE: A preterm birth (PTB) is one that occuThesedata | ess
do not include births whose race/ethnicity was not reported, except in the Boston counts and

percentages.
DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e From 2006 to 2007, the percentage of preterm births within each racial/ethnic group
increased for all races/ethnicities except for Black women who experienced a decrease.

e With the exception of 1997, Black women in Boston had the greatest percentage of preterm
births between 1995 and 2007.
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< -070 8.7% 8,698 0.0% 9.4% 8.6
c 9.0% -
c
=
< 6.0% -
2
= 3.0% -
m
(V-
S 0.0% -
c
S PO SR S S S
S N
o %
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Percent BOSTON 15-17 | 18-19 | 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40+
2006 9.6% 8.7% | 8.6% | 10.2% 9.4% 8.6% 10.7% | 10.7%
2007 10.7% 9.8% | 12.8% | 10.0% | 11.3% 10.0% 10.6% | 13.1%
Count BOSTON 15-17 | 18-19 | 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40+
2006 756 17 32 150 177 199 142 38
2007 840 20 49 143 213 230 136 46
NOTE: A preterm birth (PTB) is one that occ uThesedata

Figure 7.20 Preterm Births by Maternal Age
2006 and 2007

do not include persons whose age was not reported.
DATA SOURCE: Boston resident live births, Massachusetts Department of Public Health
DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

Preterm births were most common among births to women ages 35 to 39 and those ages 40
and over in 2006. In 2007, they were most common for women ages 40 years and over.
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