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Introduction: Community Assets

Heal th officials are increasingly recognizing that
problems cannot be solved only through traditional population-based approaches. While individual
characteristcsmayd et er mi ne health, these characteristics ar
status, race/ethnicity, and access to community resources (1). Because communities vary widely in the
availability of resources, whethé€l, 2 nFerthisireaserstakmg t en i n
an inventory of available resources is a necessary

Community assets are the resources that improve the quality of community life and provide a healthier
environment for residents (3). Assets include physical structures and organizations, as well as people
and social norms (3,4). Physical structures and organizations may include parks, open space,
churches, schools, libraries, health centers, police departments, community centers, businesses, and
clubs.

Social community assets involve the extent to which community residents interact with each other for
the good of the community. This collective interaction may take the form of participating in community
meetings, voting in local and national elections, and helping out with community problems like teen
violence or wide-spread drug abuse. It also may involve community mobilization to advocate for
projects that may further strengthen the community, such as increased funding for new community
centers or after school programs (4,5).

Physical and social assets are often mutually supportive. For example, a community with a facility to
hold community meetings or green space for residents to work together on community gardens
provides an opportunity for positive community interaction for the betterment of the community. This

interaction is an example of social cohesion. Soci
willingness to develop and maintain social relationships, trust, and mutual obligations, and is believed
to be associated with better health outcomes. Resi d
existence of common acceptable behavior and attitudes, the existence of adult role models, and the
confidence that would mobilize for the communityds go

Assessing these perceptions is invaluable in understanding the degree of social cohesion that exists on
a community level.

This section provides an overview of measures related to community assets. These measures include

a summary of Boston residentsé perceptions about th
behavior as an indicator of civic responsibility, and maps that identify the location of community assets

within Boston communities. Examples of negative influences on a neighborhood, such as crime, and

the presence of establishments that sell liquor and tobacco, are also provided.



Health of Boston |2009

Figure 3.1 Boston Voter Turnout for

Presidential Elections by
Year, 2000, 2004, 2008
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2000 2004 2008
Number of Boston
Number of Boston Residents Registered
Residents Who Voted to Vote
2000 188,213 259,809
2004 208,702 300,724
2008 236,525 380,881

DATA SOURCE and ANALYSIS: City of Boston Elections Department
GRAPHIC: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e Voter turnout percent is based on the number of people voting divided by the number of people
registered to vote. The number of Boston residents voting in the 2008 presidential election was
about 26% more than in the 2000 election (data not shown).

e Although the number of voters increased by 48,312 between 2000 and 2008, the increase in the
number of registered voters resulted in a lower percentage of voter turnout in 2008.
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80% -  Figure 3.2 Attended Neighborhood
Meeting, 2008
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DATA SOURCE: Boston Neighborhood Survey, 2008; Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center through a
cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

DATA ANALYSIS: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center

GRAPHIC: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e The percentage of adults in Boston neighborhoods who reported having attended a neighborhood
meeting during the past year ranged from 24% to 60%, with percentages 30% or higher for most
neighborhoods. The highest reported percentage was for residents of Charlestown.
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Figure 3.3 Have Three or More Friends in
Neighborhood, 2008
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DATA SOURCE: Boston Neighborhood Survey, 2008; Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center through a

cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

DATA ANALYSIS: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center

GRAPHIC: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e Two-thirds of Boston residents reported having three or more friends that live in their neighborhood.
Charlestown and South Boston had the highest percentage of neighborhood residents reporting
having three or more friends in their neighborhood. The percentage of residents who reported
having three or more friends in their neighborhood was lowest among residents of Fenway.
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Figure 3.4 Share Same Beliefs About

100% - Right and Wrong, 2008
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DATA SOURCE: Boston Neighborhood Survey, 2008; Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center through a
cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

DATA ANALYSIS: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center

GRAPHIC: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

More than 50% of residents in Boston reported agreeing or strongly agreeing that people in their
neighborhood share the same beliefs about what is right and wrong. The percentage of residents
who agreed or strongly agreed that people in their neighborhood share the same beliefs about what
is right and wrong was highest for residents of Roslindale, West Roxbury, and South Boston and
lowest for residents of Fenway and Roxbury.
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Figure 3.5 People in Neighborhood Willing
To Help Neighbors, 2008

100% - 91% 0 94% 93%
810  84% @ ggo,84% 84% 07 89% 849, 86%
0 77%
©
<L60% -
o
$ 40% -
e
S 20% -
0% -
QO SIS TP RSN SR N S & X
9" O I O @7 0T GF 0P N\
QPN F @R . P @ F L Moo 7 F 0
P P & > L X O FP T o &
N NV F & A
v\\% N 0(‘\ RN\ Q
< =Y

*includes Beacon Hill, Downtown, and the West End
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NOTE: Survey gquestion reads, AfAgree peoplse 6i n my
DATA SOURCE: Boston Neighborhood Survey, 2008; Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center through a
cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

DATA ANALYSIS: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center

GRAPHIC: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e Seventy percent or more of residents in each Boston neighborhood reported agreeing or strongly
agreeing that people in their neighborhood are willing to help each other. A higher percentage of
residents of the North End and South Boston agreed or strongly agreed that people in their
neighborhood were willing to help each other than residents of Boston overall.

nei gh
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Figure 3.6 Adults in Neighborhood Children Can

100% - Look Up To, 2008
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*includes Beacon Hill, Downtown, and the West End

Aincludes Chinatown

NOTE: Survey gquestion reads, AThere are adults in
DATA SOURCE: Boston Neighborhood Survey, 2008; Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center through a
cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

DATA ANALYSIS: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center

GRAPHIC: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e Eighty percent or more of residents in the Back Bay, Charlestown, Jamaica Plain, the North End
and South Boston reported agreeing or strongly agreeing that there are adults in their
neighborhoods that children can look up to.

e Across the remainder of Boston neighborhoods, the percentage of adults who reported agreeing or
strongly agreeing that there are adults in their neighborhoods that children can look up to ranged
from 54% in Mattapan to 77% in Roslindale.
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Figure 3.7 Can Count on Adults to Look Out
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DATA SOURCE: Boston Neighborhood Survey, 2008; Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center through a

cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
DATA ANALYSIS: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center
GRAPHIC: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e Overall, 60% of Boston residents reported agreeing or strongly agreeing that there are adults in
their neighborhood that can be counted on to look out for children and teens.
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Figure 3.8 Neighbors Would Organize to Keep Fire
Station Open, 2008
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l' i kely is it that your neighbors would organize to

DATA SOURCE: Boston Neighborhood Survey, 2008; Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center through a
cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

DATA ANALYSIS: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center

GRAPHIC: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

About eighty percent of Boston residents reported that it was likely or very likely that their neighbors
would organize to keep a local fire station from closing due to budget cuts.

Within neighborhoods, the percentage of adults who thought it was very likely or likely that their
neighbors would organize to keep a local fire station from closing ranged from 72% in North
Dorchester to 94% in Charlestown.
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Figure 3.9 Would Intervene if Saw Fight, 2008
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DATA SOURCE: Boston Neighborhood Survey, 2008; Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center through a
cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

DATA ANALYSIS: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center

GRAPHIC: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e Overall, 82% of Boston residents reported that it is likely or very likely that if there were a fight in
their neighborhood in which someone was being beaten or threatened, neighbors would intervene.

10



Health of Boston |2009

Figure 3.10 People Using or Being Addicted
to Drugs is Big Problem, 2008
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DATA SOURCE: Boston Neighborhood Survey, 2008; Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center through a
cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

DATA ANALYSIS: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center

e The percentage of Boston neighborhood residents who reported that people using or being
addicted to drugs was a big problem in their neighborhood was especially high in Charlestown, East
Boston, Mattapan, North Dorchester, Roxbury, and South Boston.

o Very few residents of Back Bay and West Roxbury reported that people using or being addicted to
drugs was a big problem in their neighborhood.

11



Health of Boston |2009

Figure 3.11 Neighborhood is Very Safe, 2008
100% -

80% -

69% 68%

60% -

40%

Percent of Adults

20%

0%

*includes Beacon Hill, Downtown, and the West End

Aincludes Chinatown

NOTE: Survey question reads, AiDo you consider your neig
DATA SOURCE: Boston Neighborhood Survey, 2008; Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center through a

cooperative agreement with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

DATA ANALYSIS: Harvard Youth Violence Prevention Center

GRAPHIC: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office

e Less than half of Boston residents reported their neighborhood as being very safe. While about
70% of residents in Back Bay and West Roxbury reported their neighborhoods as being very safe,
only a quarter or less of residents in Mattapan, North Dorchester, and Roxbury did so.

12
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Figure 3.12 Reported Crimes Against Persons by
Offense and Area, 2008
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Area A

Area B
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Rape and Robbery and Aggravated
Homicide Attempted Attempted Assault

Area A n<5 13.7% 16.9% 16.9%
Area B 34.9% 26.9% 30.8% 34.6%
Area C 34.9% 21.3% 21.6% 22.0%
Area D n<5 26.5% 16.9% 12.7%
Area E 17.5% 11.6% 13.9% 13.7%

Rape and Robbery and Aggravated
Count Homicide Attempted Attempted Assault
Area A n<5 34 404 663
Area B 22 67 738 1,357
Area C 22 53 518 863
Area D n<5 66 404 497
Area E 11 29 333 537

*Too few cases to permit presentation of data

NOTE: The data reported by the Boston Police Department are based on criminal offenses that occur in Boston,
and therefore, are not restricted only to Boston residents. However, data provided by the Boston Public Health
Commission pertain only to Boston residents.

Key to Boston Police Department Areas: Area A (Downtown, Beacon Hill, North End, Chinatown, Charlestown,
East Boston; Area B (Roxbury, Mission Hill, portions of Dorchester, Mattapan); Area C (South Boston,
Dorchester); Area D (Back Bay, Fenway, the South End, Allston/Brighton); Area E (West Roxbury, Roslindale,
Jamaica Plain, Hyde Park, and portions of Mattapan and Roslindale)

DATA SOURCE: Boston Police Department

DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office
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e The Boston Police Department follows the FBI designation for reporting criminal offenses.
Reported crimes against persons are homicide, rape and attempted rape, robbery and attempted
robbery, and aggravated assault. They are included in a category designated as Part | crimes.

e Preliminary 2008 data from the Boston Police Department indicates that Area B (Roxbury, Mission
Hill, Mattapan, and parts of Dorchester) had the highest percentage of reported rapes, robbery and
attempted robbery, and aggravated assault.

e Area B, along with Area C (South Boston and Dorchester) had the highest percentage of
homicides. Together, Areas B and C accounted for 70% of reported homicides during 2008.

14
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Figure 3.13 Reported Crimes Against
Property by Offense and Area, 2008
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Burglary and Larceny and Vehicle Theft and
Attempted Attempted Attempted
Area A 14.0% 22.2% 13.3%
Area B 23.0% 15.3% 25.8%
Area C 21.5% 17.2% 24.7%
Area D 23.7% 31.0% 18.6%
Area E 17.7% 14.3% 17.6%
Burglary and Larceny and Vehicle Theft and
Count Attempted Attempted Attempted
Area A 484 3,609 323
Area B 796 2,491 625
Area C 743 2,786 597
Area D 820 5,040 449
Area E 611 2,317 426

NOTE: The data reported by the Boston Police Department are based on criminal offenses that occur in Boston,
and therefore, are not restricted only to Boston residents. However, data provided by the Boston Public Health
Commission pertain only to Boston residents.

Key to Boston Police Department Areas: Area A (Downtown, Beacon Hill, North End, Chinatown, Charlestown,
East Boston; Area B (Roxbury, Mission Hill, portions of Dorchester, Mattapan); Area C (South Boston,
Dorchester); Area D (Back Bay, Fenway, the South End, Allston/Brighton); Area E (West Roxbury, Roslindale,
Jamaica Plain, Hyde Park, and portions of Mattapan and Roslindale)

DATA SOURCE: Boston Police Department

DATA ANALYSIS: Boston Public Health Commission Research and Evaluation Office
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The Boston Police Department follows the FBI designation for reporting criminal offenses.
Reported crimes against property are burglary and attempted burglary, larceny and attempted
larceny, and vehicle theft and attempted theft. They are included in the category Part | crimes
along with crimes against persons.

Larceny and attempted larceny accounted for the greatest number of crimes against property. This
crime represented 73% of reported crimes against property in 2008 (data not shown).

Area D (Allston, Brighton, Back Bay, Fenway, and the South End) accounted for about one-third of
reported larceny and attempted larceny.

Area B (Roxbury, Mission Hill, Mattapan, and parts of Dorchester), Area C (South Boston and
Dorchester), and Area D had the greatest percentage of burglary and attempted burglary.

Areas B and C had the largest percentage of vehicle theft and attempted theft.
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This map shows the distribution of liquor licenses per 100,000 population across neighborhoods. The
map also displays median household income (1999). Studies have demonstrated an association
between low income communities and higher density of liquor of alcohol outlets. The neighborhoods
with the highest concentrations of permits are the Back Bay, Downtown, Fenway, and the South End,
two of which also have high median household incomes.

Figure 3.14 Median Household Income and Liquor Licenses per Neighborhood, 2008
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