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INTRODUCTION TO BOSTON NEIGHBORHOODS  

Allston/Brighton  

Allston/Brighton was first a part of 

Watertown and then a section of Cambridge.  

In 1807, the neighborhood ceded from 

Cambridge and took the name Brighton.  The 

Allston section was created in 1868 when a 

new post office branch was named for 

Washington Allston, a local painter.   

Through most of the 19 th  century, 

Allston/Brighton was an industrial area 

which served as the cattle and sla ughtering 

center of New England.  Lack of adequate 

healthy disposal practices and resulting odors 

limited residential development.    

In 1869, the Massachusetts Board of Health, 

concerned by the townõs extremely high 

mortality rate demanded stricter regula tions 

and urged officials to develop a single , shared 

slaughter facility with modern sanitation 

systems.  The land, which was freed up when 

the smaller slaughterhouses closed, was 

quickly developed for housing.  In 1873, 

Allston/Brighton was annexed to Bos ton.  

Allston/Brighton is one of Bostonõs largest neighborhoods, with a population of 69,648 in the 

year 2000.  It has a large college student presence drawn by its proximity to several major 

universities including Boston College, Boston University, and Ha rvard University.  

According to the 2000 census, almost one -third (29.8%) of the neighborhoodõs population 

was age 18 to 24, and 3,720 persons lived in group quarters, primarily college dorms.   

Between 1990 and 2000, the number of Asian residents increase d by 2,240 while the 

number of Black and White residents decreased by 1,540 and 3,560, respectively.  In 2000, 

68.7% of the population was White, 13.8% was Asian/Pacific Islander, 9.1% was Latino, and 

4.5% was Black.   

Just over one -third (36.3%) of Allsto n/Brighton residents speak a language other than 

English at home.  Other than English, the primary languages spoken at home are Spanish 

(by 8.5% of the population), Chinese (7.6%), Russian (5.3%), and Portuguese/Portuguese 

Creole (3.1%).   

About two -thirds  (68.4%) of residents were born in the United States, including 0.9% who 

were born in Puerto Rico.  Other countries in which residents were born include China 

(5.5%), Brazil (2.7%), Russia (2.3%), Ireland (2.0%), Ukraine (1.7%), and El Salvador (1.0%).   
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The Back Bay/Beacon Hill/ The West End  

The Back Bay/Beacon Hill/The West End 

area, known as Shawmut by Native 

Americans, was a narrow peninsula 

distinguished by a three -peaked hill called 

Trimount .  In 1803, to accommodate a 

growing need for land, Trimount was reduced 

in height and its land used as fill to expand 

the North End and other areas of Boston.  The 

Massachusetts Bay Company, a group of 

Puritan businessmen, arrived in 1830 and 

renamed the area Boston.  In the last half of 

the 1800s, the tidewater flats of the Charles 

River were filled in to create the Back Bay.  

The neighborhoodõs famous brownstones sit on 

pilings sunk into former marshland.  

In the nineteen century, the north slope of 

Beacon Hill was the center of the African 

American community in Boston.  The African 

Meeting House, built in 1808, is the nationõs 

oldest African -American Church and oldest 

African Meeting House still standing.   Denied 

access to Boston public schools, Black parents 

established a school which met in a private home and then at the  African M eeting House.  

In 1 834, William Lloyd Garrison established the òAntislavery  Societyó at the meetinghouse .  

In 1959, the West End was a working class neighborhood with approximately 2,700 families 

and a population of 7,500.   In the name of urban renewal , and despite opposition by West 

End residents, the neighborhood was leveled to make way for the construction of five luxury 

high -rise apartment building s.  The destruction, chronicled by Herbert Gans in òThe Urban 

Villager,ó brought about recognition of the need for community input into development 

projects and the need for community acti vism.   

The t otal population in the Back Bay/ Beacon Hill /West End  neighborhoods in 2000 was 

36,235, an increase of 1.5% from 1990.  Relatively minor changes occurred in the 

racial/ethnic composition of the neighborhood between 1990 and 2000.  The percentag es of 

both White and Black residents decreased slightly from 86.2% to 80.9% for Whites, and 

from 3.6% to 3.4% for Blacks.  At the same time, the percentage of Asian residents 

increased from 6.1% to 8.8% and the percentage of Latino residents increased from  4.0% 

to 4.7%.   

English is spoken at home by 79.4% of the residents.  Other than English, the primary 

languages spoken at home are Spanish, by 4.3% of the population, Chinese by 2.5% of the 

population, and French by 2.3% of the population.   

Most resident s (83.4%) were born in the United States (including 0.4% who were born in 

Puerto Rico); 15.2% were born in another country, the largest numbers of these being from 

China (1.3%), The United Kingdom (1.0%), Japan (1.0%), and Korea (1.0%).   
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Charlestown  

Charlestown was settled in 1629 (one year 

before Boston) and became a city in 1847.  In 

1874, the City of Charlestown was annexed to 

Boston.  Two of the most visited sites on 

Bostonõs Freedom Trail are in Charlestown ð 

the Bunker Hill Monument and the U.S.S. 

Constitution .  The Bunker Hill Monument 

commemorates one of the bloodiest and most 

destructive battles of the 1775 Revolutionary 

War.  In this battle, Charlestown was burned 

to the ground.  Although the battle was won 

by the British, the destruction served  to rally 

the Colonists to support the Revolutionary 

War.   

The U.S. Navyõs oldest commissioned ship, 

the U.S.S. Constitution, is docked in the 

Charlestown Navy Yard.  Charlestownõs 

history and economic development were 

strongly influenced by the presence of the 

Navy Yard, which operated be tween 1801 and 

1973.  During  World War II, 47,000 workers 

were employed at the Navy Yard.   

The Ursuline Convent Riots took place in 1834 in a climate of anti -Catholicism .  A group of 

men stirred up by inflammatory  newspaper reports and sermons by local ministers, broke 

into the Ursuline Convent, destroyed icons and books, and finally, burned the convent to 

the ground.     

Charlestownõs total population in 2000 was 15,195, an increase of 3.2% from 1990.  Though 

Char lestown remains a predominately White neighborhood, the increases in its Latino, 

Asian, and Black populations are significant.  The percentage of White residents declined 

from 94.6% to 78.6% between 1990 and 2000, a decrease of 1,981 residents.  Correspond ing 

increases occurred in the Latino, Asian, and Black populations.  These three groups 

combined were 4.9% of the population in 1990; in 2000, Latinos comprised 11.6%, Asians 

5.0%, and Blacks 3.5% of the Charlestown population.   

Most residents (81.5%) spe ak English at home; other primary languages are Spanish and 

Chinese, spoken by 9.8% and 3.1% of residents, respectively.   

Most residents (84.7%) were born in the United States (including 1.4% who were born in 

Puerto Rico); 13.9% were born in another count ry, the largest numbers of these being from 

the Dominican Republic (4.2%) and China (2.4%).  
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East Boston  

East Boston was created when five Boston 

Harbor Islands were expanded and connected.  

The project began in 1830 and took 150 years 

to complete.  The two larger islands, Noodles 

and Hog Islands, now form the residential 

section of the neighborhood.  Logan A irport, 

which takes up over half of the 

neighborhoodõs 2.5 miles, sits on Apple, Bird, 

and Governorõs Islands.   

Throughout its history, East Boston has 

served as home to various groups of 

immigrants.  The Irish were the first group to 

settle in East Bosto n, followed by Russian 

Jews and Italians in the late 1800s.  At the 

turn of the 20th century, East Boston was 

home to the largest Jewish community in 

New England.  The neighborhood was 

predominately Italian for most of the 20th 

century and is now home to m any immigrants 

from South and Central America, Asia, and 

the Caribbean.   

Of all Boston neighborhoods, East Boston has the highest percentage of recent immigrants; 

the 2000 census reported that fifteen percent of East Boston residents lived outside the 

Uni ted States in 1995.  Between 1990 and 2000, the number of Latino residents increased 

by over 10,000, a 160.0% increase.  In 2000, Latinos comprised 39.0% of the neighborhood, 

compared with 17.6% in 1990.  East Boston is now home to the largest Latino commu nity in 

Boston.   

Over half (55.0%) of East Boston residents speak a language other than English at home.  

Spanish is the primary language spoken by 37.3% of residents, while 5.9% speak Italian, 

4.6% speak Portuguese/Portuguese Creole, and 2.3% speak Vietn amese.   

Just over half (56.4%) of East Boston residents were born in the United States, including 

1.9% who were born in Puerto Rico.  East Boston residents have emigrated  from many  

countries, including El Salvador (12.4%), Colombia (7.6%), Brazil (3.8%), Italy (2.6%), 

Vietnam (2.1%), Mexico (1.9%), Guatemala (1.6%), Peru (1.5%), and the Dominican 

Republic (1.3%).   
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Fenway /Kenmore  

The Fenway /Kenmore  neighborhood was 

annexed to Boston in 1870 and was expanded 

in the same landfill project that created the  

Back Bay.   The number of cultural 

institutions located in the Fenway /Kenmore  

area (including Boston Symphony Hall, the 

Museum of Fine Arts, and the Isabella 

Stewart Gardner Museum) prompted the city 

to dub the neighborhoodõs Huntington Avenue 

the òAvenue of the Arts .ó  

The Longwood area includes many of the 

nationõs leading medical institutions including 

Harvard Medical School, Brigham and 

Womenõs Hospital, the Beth Israel/Deaconess 

Medical Center , Childrenõs Hospital, Dana 

Farber Cancer Institute, and Jo slin Diabetes 

Center.   The home of the Boston Red Sox, 

Fenway Park, is also located in the 

neighborhood.  

Between 1990 and 2000, the 

Fenway /Kenmore  experienced a population 

increase of 9.1%.  A total of 29,823 individuals lived in the neighborhood in 2000,  compared 

with 27,333 in 1990.  The largest increase was seen in the Asian population, which rose by 

64.9%.  In 1990, Asians made up 7.9% of the population, compared with 12.0% in 2000.  

Increases were also noted in the Latino and White populations, which increased by 16.1% 

and 4.6%, respectively.  Although the actual number of White residents increased, their 

percentage share in the neighborhood decreased from 70.3% to 67.4%.  The number of Black 

residents decreased by 24.9% during the 1990s; their percent age share in the neighborhood 

also decreased from 12.2% to 8.4%.   

English is the language spoken at home by 72.2% of residents followed by Spanish (7.8%), 

Chinese (3.0%), and Russian (2.0%).    

About three -fourths (76.9%) of Fenway /Kenmore  residents were born in the United States, 

including 0.4% who were born in Puerto Rico.  Other countries in which residents were born 

include China (1.3%), Japan (1.7%), Korea (1.3%), Russia (1.0%), and India (1.0%).  

  



xxvi  

 

Hyde Park  

Hyde Park was known as òTistó by the areaõs 

Wampanoag Indians.  It was incorporated as 

a town in 1868 and in 1912, became the last 

neighborhood to be annexed to Boston.   

The neighborhood has a large amount of open 

space, including the George Wright Golf 

Course and the 450 -acre Stony Brook 

Reservation.  In the 1800s, several prominent 

civil right activists, abolitionists and 

suffragists, including Sarah and Angeli na 

Grimke and William Trotter Mo nroe, called 

this neighborhood home.  The 54th Regiment, 

the renowned Black Civil War re giment 

trained at Camp Meigs in the Readville 

section of Hyde Park and the cityõs mayor, 

Thomas Menino, is a longtime resident of 

Readville as well.  Camp Meigs became the 

site of the Readville Trotting Park, which 

raced horses and then cars from 1895 thro ugh 

1937.  

Although the total number of residents 

remained almost the same, Hyde Park experienced a significant shift in racial/ethnic 

composition during the 1990s.  The total population in 2000 was 34,420, just 1,776 fewer 

than in 1990.  The number of Whi te residents decreased by 8,699, while the number of both 

Black and Latino residents increased by 6,195 and 2,949, respectively.  Between 1990 and 

2000, the percentage of White residents in Hyde Park decreased from 70.9% to 42.0%, while 

the percentage of B lack residents rose from 22.3% to 39.2% and the percentage of Latino 

residents increased from 5.2% to 13.5%.   

About two -thirds (65.4%) of residents speak English at home; 12.8% speak Spanish, 12.7% 

speak French Creole (including Haitian Creole), and 2.2% speak French.   

About three -fourths (73.6%) were born in the United States, including 2.5% who were born 

in Puerto Rico.  Other countries in which Hyde Park residents were born include Haiti 

(10.4%), Jamaica (1.7%), the Dominican Republic (1.6%), Nigeria ( 1.1%), and 

Trinidad/Tobago (1.0%).  
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Jamaica Plain  

Jamaica Plain, originally part of the Town of 

Roxbury, was annexed to Boston in 1874.  In 

the mid -19th  century , 24 breweries were built 

along the Stony Brook that ran along the 

Jamaica Plain/Roxbury  line . Drawn to  the 

work at these breweries, German immigrants 

settled around Hyde Square .  The availability 

of work in area factories also brought Irish 

immigrants to the neighborhood.   

Jamaica Plain has much planned green space.  

In 1848, the beautiful Forest  Hills Cemetery 

opened, with graves and monuments 

integrated into the natural landscape.  

Jamaica Pond and the Arnold Arboretum 

were incorporated into Bostonõs Emerald 

Necklace, Frederick Law Olmsteadõs 

renowned linked series of parklands.  Today, 

the neig hborhood is a diverse one, with large 

Latino and gay and lesbian communities.  

The population in Jamaica Plain decreased in 

size between 1990 and 2000.  The total 

population in 2000 was 29,482, a decrease of 2,550, or 8.0%, from 1990.  All populations 

decreased during this time.  The White population decreased by 10.3%; the Black and 

Latino population decreased by 9.5% and 9.0% respectively.  The decrease among the Asian 

population was 5.3%.  The racial/ethnic composition of the neighborhood showed little 

change between 1990 and 2000.  In 2000, the White population made up 51.1% of the 

population compared with 52.4% in 1990.  Similarly, the Latino and Black population made 

up 29.1% and 14.7% of the population, respectively, compared with 29.4% and 14.9% in 

1990.  The Asian population made up 2.7% of the population in 1990 and 2000.  

The primary languages spoken at home by Jamaica Plain residents are English (spoken by 

63.1% of residents) and Spanish (spoken by 27.8% of residents).   

About three -fourths (74.4%)  of Jamaica Plain residents were born in the United States, 

including 4.8% who were born in Puerto Rico.  Other countries in which residents were born 

include the Dominican Republic (7.2%) and China (1.1%).  
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Mattapan  

Mattapan, originally a section of Dorchester, 

was annexed to Boston in 1870.  Mattapan is 

the original Mattahunt tribeõs name for the 

area.   

At the turn of the 20 th  century, the 

neighborhood became home to Irish and 

Jewish immigrant groups.  From the 1920 s 

through the 1950s, Blue Hill Avenue was the 

center of Bostonõs Jewish community .  In the 

1960s, a controversial program of redlining by 

the banking consortium , Boston Banks Urban 

Renewal Group, caused Mattapan to change 

from a predominately Jewish to a 

predominately Black neighborhood.  To 

encourage home ownership, òlow interest, no-

money-down mortgagesó were offered to Black 

home buyers, in the òredlinedó area along 

Blue Hill Avenue while scare tactics were 

used to create panic selling among Jewish 

homeowners.  

Over the last two decades, Mattapan has 

become home to many Haitian immigrants seeking to escape the turmoil in their home 

country. The neighborhood now has the largest Haitian community in Massachusetts.  

Mattapanõs population in 2000 was 19,724 residents, an increase of just 0.7% from 1990.  

During this time, the Latino population increased while the Black and the White 

populations decreased.  The number of Latino residents increased by 640, or 80.6%, the 

number of White residents decreased by 566,  or 54.9%, and the number of Black residents 

decreased by 1,114, or 6.4%.  As a result, the percentage of Black residents dropped from 

89.2% to 82.9% as the Latino resident population rose from 4.1% to 7.3%.   

English is the language spoken at home by 69.2 % of Mattapan residents; 17.8% speak 

French Creole (including Haitian Creole), 6.6% speak Spanish, and 3.6% speak French.  

About two -thirds (65.2%) of Mattapan residents were born in the United States, including 

0.9% who were born in Puerto Rico.  Other co untries in which Mattapan residents were 

born include Haiti (15.1%), Jamaica (6.8%), Barbados (1.8%), the Dominican Republic 

(1.8%), Trinidad (1.6%), and Sierra Leone (1.1%).  
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North Dorchester  

Dorchester was known as 

Mattapan by the Wampanoag 

Indians; the Puritans named the 

area Dorchester after the English 

town from which they 

immigrated.  Dorchester was 

annexed by Boston in 1870.   

North Dorchester includes 

Edward Everett Square and 

Uphams Cor ner, where the 

Puritansõ first settlement was 

established.  Bostonõs oldest 

home, the James Blake House 

(built in 1648) and one of the 

countryõs oldest cemeteries, the 

Old Burial Ground (established in 

1634) are located in this area.  

The John F. Kennedy L ibrary, the University of Massachusetts/Boston, and the 

Massachusetts Archives and Historical Museum are located in North Dorchesterõs Harbor 

Point (formerly known as Columbia Point).  Malibu Beach is also located in North 

Dorchester.  

The total population in North Dorchester in 2000 was 83,212, a 7.6% increase when 

compared with 1990.  A total of 36,026 Black residents lived in North Dorchester in 2000, 

nearly the same as in 1990.  However, because the total neighborhood population increased, 

the Black popu lationõs percentage share decreased from 46.6% in 1990 to 43.3% in 2000.  

The White population declined by 7,997, or 34.4%, between 1990 and 2000.  In 1990, White 

residents made up 30.0% of the population compared with 18.3% in 2000.  In 1990, the 

3,011 Asian residents made up 3.9% of the total population; in 2000, the 4,549 Asian 

residents made up 9.1% of the population.  The Latino population grew by 3,032 (a 27.9% 

increase); in 2000, Latinos represented 16.7% of North Dorchester.   

English is the languag e spoken at home by 57.4% of North Dorchester residents, followed 

by Spanish (16.0%), Portuguese/Portuguese Creole (7.4%), Vietnamese (7.0%), and French 

Creole, which includes Haitian Creole (6.3%).  About three -fourths (72.8%) of North 

Dorchester resident s were born in the United States, including 1.3% who were born in 

Puerto Rico.  Other countries in which residents were born include Vietnam (5.9%), Haiti 

(3.0%), the Dominican Republic (2.9%), Jamaica (2.1%), and Trinidad/Tobago (1.8%).  

 

  


